Atherosclerosis of the vessels in the ligamentum teres. Optical and electron microscopy findings in elderly patients with femoral neck fractures.
The ligamentum teres was studied in 20 subjects, aged from 64 to 83 years, with fractures of the femoral neck treated by prosthetic replacement during 1985. The arterioles were examined under a stereoscopic dissection microscope; they were further studied by optical and electron microscopy. Almost complete occlusion by typical proliferative atherosclerotic changes was a constant finding, thereby cutting off any significant vascular supply to the femoral head.